THE CORPORATION OF

THE TOWNSHIP OF BROCK

IN THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF DURHAM

1 CAMERON ST. E., P.O. BOX 10, CANNINGTON, ONTARIO LOE 1EO (705) 432-2355

WHY DO MUNICIPAL COUNCILSAND LOCAL BOARDSHAVE MEETINGS
OR PORTIONSOF MEETINGSTHAT ARE CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC?

Municipal councils, local boards and their comnaienust meet behind closed doors on occasion tavitha
some matters. For example, if a municipality isgesued or if council is considering purchasingez of land
or if council must deal with a labour relationsuisghen it is appropriate that it be able to datsa closed
meeting. The purpose of such a closed meetingreceive information or give direction.

Local government in Ontario must be transparentamguntable. To this end, the Province has seauthes for
a council, local board or a committee to go intdased meeting. These rules are found in secti@o2he
Municipal Act, 2001, as amended. They must be strictly followed.

The permitted reasons for going into a closed mgedie:

The security of property of the municipality or &doard;

Personal matters about an identifiable individiraluding employees;

A proposed or pending acquisition or dispositiotanid;

Labour relations or employee negotiations;

Litigation or potential litigation

Advice that is subject to solicitor-client privileg

A matter authorized by another provincial statute;

If the subject matter relates to a request undeiiimicipal Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act;

The meeting is held for educating and training aaanember discusses or deals with a matter inya wa
that materially advances the business or decisiakirg of the council or local board.
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That is the entire list. Thus, for example, therad specific authority to undertake strategic piiag at a closed
meeting. Only those aspects of a strategic planmingess that might fall within the closed meetiagcan be
dealt with at a properly called closed meeting.cdlier matters relating to the strategic plan rbestieliberated
by council or a committee at an open meeting.

Before council, a local board or a committee begesclosed meeting, it must pass a resolutionpaiodic
meeting indicating that a closed meeting is bekelg land what the general nature of the matter twobsidered
is. A closed meeting shall not be held by coureclgcal board or committee before this resolutBpassed.

Any person has the right to request an investiga®to whether the municipality, local board anoattee
complied with the closed meeting rules establidhethe Province or the Procedure By-law of the roipaility
or local board. A request must be in writing andwtl be directed to the municipal clerk.

If you have any questions about these closed ngeailes, please contact the Township of Brock Cderk
department.



