
TOWNSHIP OF BROCK
Community and Business Profile 2019



townshipofbrock.ca | 2

Mayor’s Message

Welcome to the Township of Brock! 

Located on the east shore of Lake Simcoe, we are only 1.5 hours north 
east of Toronto. The municipality represents three distinct urban areas, 
numerous hamlets, and beautiful countryside. While agriculture is our 
largest employer, a full range of commercial and industrial businesses 
are located within the urban areas of Beaverton, Cannington, and 
Sunderland. 

Over the next 15 years, we are looking forward to unprecedented 
economic growth with a forecasted 13% population increase and 24% 

employment increase. Today, more than 550 businesses call the Township of Brock home 
and provide over 3,600 jobs. We recognize the important contributions these businesses 
make towards creating a healthy local economy while also maintaining the rural qualities 
that make us unique. 

Brock Township’s location on Lake Simcoe and the Trent-Severn Waterway make it a 
popular destination for tourists – both summer and winter.  Historic downtowns offer 
unique destination shopping and dining experiences where local small business owners are 
passionate about promoting and supporting one another. The Township of Brock Community 
and Business Profile 2019 highlights opportunities and presents a compelling business case 
for investing in our amazing Township. 

I invite you to visit us and discover how you can become a part of our rural success story. 

Mayor D. Bath-Hadden
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Welcome to Brock

The Township of Brock invites you to experience 
multiple unique rural communities comprised of 
landscapes, small urban areas, hamlets, shoreline 
residential areas and countryside. Our thriving 
community takes pride in our business investments 
while staying true to our local roots. 

Brock Township is located in northern Durham 
Region, the largest geographic region in the Greater 
Toronto Area. It is situated on the southeast shore 
of Lake Simcoe.

The local economy consists of agricultural, 
commercial and industrial businesses that are 
located throughout the Township. Our government 
works with other municipalities to support our local 
businesses, economic development and rural pride. 

The Township of Brock offers multiple 
opportunities for local entrepreneurship, affordable 
housing, competitive employment wages while 
also being a community committed to diversity and 
inclusion throughout the Township.

Brock Economic Development and Tourism Office
705-432-2355 / 1-866-223-7668
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Location
The Township of Brock is in an ideal location, in 
the north-east of the Greater Toronto Area, close 
in proximity to the City of Toronto. The close 
proximity to Toronto allows for a successful market 
of goods and services. Brock is also situated on the 
quiet shoreline of Lake Simcoe. While promoting 
a prosperous local economy, the Township of 
Brock advocates for agricultural sustainability and 
environmental consciousness. 

The Township of Brock is conveniently located 
less than an hour and a half away from the City of 
Toronto. There is plenty of access to major highways 
such as the 404, 407, 12, 48 and 7. Brock is also 
closely accessible by the CN rail. 

Brock has 
everything you 
need to start 
or expand your 
business, while 
experiencing 
a countryside 
landscape! 
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Our Unique Communities
Brock is home to three main villages that comprises the 
township. Beaverton, Cannington and Sunderland 
each have their own district downtown district and 
employment area. Hamlets are found throughout 
Brock, offering rural residential areas 
outside the core downtowns. These 
three communities and hamlets 
each represent themselves but work 
together to be recognized as the 
Township of Brock.

While agriculture is the largest 
employer, a full range of 
commercial and industrial 
businesses are located in the 
urban areas of Beaverton, 
Cannington and 
Sunderland. 
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Industry
The Township of Brock has various 
industry sectors that allow for job 
opportunities in a variety of different 
positions. The industry leaders in 
Brock are real estate and rental 
leasing, agriculture, forestry, fishing 
and hunting and other services 
(expect public administration). 

The multiple industry sectors allow 
for skilled individuals to expand 
their knowledge within their own 
communities workforce. Brock may 
be a rural community but has all the 
capacity of urban industries. 

Over 75% 
of businesses rated 
the quality of life in 
the Township of Brock 
as good or excellent
Based on a survey of 42 businesses

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 51 - 11%

Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 0 - 0%

Utilities 5 - 1%

Construction 81 - 17%

Manufacturing 10 - 2%

Wholesale trade 7 - 1%

Retail Trade 35 - 7%

Transportation and warehousing 17 - 4%

Information and cultural industries 7 - 1%

Finance and insurance 18 - 4%

Real estate and rental leasing 72 - 15%

Professional, scientific, and technical services 42 - 9%

Management of companies and enterprises 1 - 0%

Administrative and support 17 - 4%

Educational services 4 - 1%

Health care and social assistance 10 - 2%

Arts, entertainment and recreation 8 - 2%

Accommodation and food services 17 - 4%

Other services (except public administration) 47 - 10%

Public administration 0 - 0%

Unclassified 36 - 7%
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Industry
Brock’s industries each have a history 
and can tell a story about working 
in the community. Agriculture plays 
a large role in the community and 
people travel from far distances just 
to experience the rural way of life. 
Tourism is an important economic 
driver for rural communities.

From 2014 to 2018, 77% 
of the industries saw an 
increase in number of jobs 
for industry sectors. 
Within the 5 years, there was an 
increase of 326 jobs. 

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 104 103 

Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction <10 17 

Utilities 14 26 

Construction 189 253 

Manufacturing 321 346 

Wholesale trade 143 147 

Retail Trade 469 350 

Transportation and warehousing 132 146 

Information and cultural industries 35 19 

Finance and insurance 91 104 

Real estate and rental leasing 16 16 

Professional, scientific, and technical services 104 128 

Management of companies and enterprises 0 0 

Administrative and support, waste 
management and remediation services 77 79 

Educational services 207 184 

Health care and social assistance 368 512 

Arts, entertainment and recreation 32 52 

Accommodation and food services 198 295 

Other services (except public administration) 87 143 

Public administration 159 134 

Unclassified 39 62 

2014 2018 
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Industry
The largest industry in Brock is retail trade 
with 625 people employed. 

The industries in Brock are diverse and 
have been increasing steadily.  By working 
where you live local businesses can 
develop in rural areas and help expand 
other businesses in the area. This allows 
for the local economy to prosper.         

The Township of Brock is committed 
to revitalizing each downtown. Brock 
is helping business owners gain new 
customers, bring more businesses to the 
downtown area, promote the downtown 
core and helping to make the community 
more sustainable and friendly. 

Working and living in Brock promotes 
economic development and sustainable 
living habits. 

Employed
in Region

Resident
in Region

Retail trade625 768
Health care and social assistance419 486
Educational services297 412
Manufacturing257 482
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and 
hunting247 312

Public administration180 391
Accommodation and food 
services

169 200

Construction150 592
Finance and insurance138 252
Wholesale trade137 256
Professional, scientific and 
technical services136 276

Transportation and warehousing130 276
Other services (except public 
administration)111 176

Information and cultural 
industries82 145

Administrative and support, and 
waste management66 231

Arts, entertainment and 
recreation30 130

Real estate and rental and 
leasing18 50

Mining, quarrying, and oil and 
gas extraction4 21

Utilities2 70
Management1 2
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Employment
The Township of Brock is a community 
that is supported by multiple employment 
fields. Brock’s wage rates are competitive 
with the provincial average. 

Small business drives the economy 
in Brock Township with over 75% 
of businesses having less than 10 
employees.

The 
Township 
of Brock 
supports 
over 3,600 
jobs 425 Seasonal

1,220 Part time

1,990 Full time

Hourly 
Average 
Earnings

2017 Avg. 
Hourly 
Earnings

2017 Provincial 
Avg. Hourly 
Earnings

Management Occupations $42.63
$43.84

Business, finance and 
administrative occupations

$25.19
$25.99

Natural and applied sciences and 
related occupations

$35.15
$36.32

Health occupations
$26.38

$29.63
Occupations in education, law and social, 
community and government services 

$31.03
$33.44

Occupations in art, culture, 
recreation and sport 

$20.95
$24.72

Sales and service occupations 
$15.64

$16.53
Trades, transport, and equipment 
operators and related occupations

$25.42
$24.72

Natural resources, agriculture and related 
production occupations 

$16.31
$19.01

Occupations in manufacturing and utilities $20.17
$19.01
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Demographics

The Township of Brocks total 
population is 11,645 with the 
highest age group of 50-59. 

Age

Po
pu

la
tio

n

0-9

1,225

10-19

1,280

20-29

1,230

30-39

1,270

40-49

1,335

50-59

2,010

60-69

1,720

70-79 80+

620

Total Population

2011

12,385

2016

12,650

2021

12,810

2026

13,325

2031

14,015

Total Employment

2011

4,025

2016

4,265

2021

4,555

2026

4,670

2031

5,005

The Population forecast 
from 2011 to 2031 predicts 
a 13% increase. With the 
employment forecast 
predicting an increase of 24%. 
The unemployment rate in the Township 
of Brock is gradually decreasing, 
providing an excellent location for 
business relocation and expansion.
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Demographics
The Township remains competitive with the 
rest of Durham and Ontario having 54% rate 
of postsecondary certificate; diploma or 
degree. 

The Township of Brock includes outstanding 
school districts such as, Durham District 
School Board and the Durham Catholic 
District School Board. A great way to start 
the foundation of learning and establish the 
motivation for further education. 

The Township of Brock is a short distance 
away from multiple recognized Ontario 
Universities and Colleges such as Ontario 
Technology University, Trent University, York 
University, Sir Sanford Fleming and Durham 
College. 

46%
of the total population of Brock have 
achieved a postsecondary certificate; 
diploma or degree

48%
College; CEGEP or other 
non-university certificate 
or diploma

22%
Apprenticeship or trades 
certificate or diploma

22%
University certificate; 
diploma or degree at 
bachelor level or above

8%
University certificate 
or diploma below a 
bachelor level 

Household Income
Under 
$5000 55

$5-9k 40

$10-19k 275

$20-29k 370
$30-39k 385
$40-49k 350
$50-59k 355

$60-79k 675

$80-99k 565

$100-124k 570

$125-149k 360
$150k  
and over 555

Average Total 
Household Income 

in Brock

Average Total 
Household Income 

in Ontario
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Infrastructure
Canada has one of the most 
reliable and thriving economies 
and remains a reliable centre 
for local and international 
investment. Ontario itself is the 
largest economy in Canada with 
a growing GDP. 

Brock encourages local 
businesses to work and live 
in the community, by offering 
competitive tax rates and 
developmental charges.

Municipal Property Tax Rates 2018 (%)

Residential Commercial Industrial
Brock

Scugog 1.11% 2.45% 3.41%
Uxbridge 1.07% 2.39% 3.32%

Whitby 1.18% 2.54% 3.54%
Pickering 1.15% 2.50% 3.48%

Ajax 1.14% 2.49% 3.48%
Oshawa 1.40% 2.87% 4.04%

Durham Region: Development Charges
(non-residential)

Water
Supply

Sanitary
Sewer

Regional
 Roads

Regional 
Transit

Commercial
($/sq. ft. of GFA) 3.52 5.88 8.54 0.54

Institutional
($/sq. ft. of GFA) 0.86 1.05 7.18 0.54

Industrial
($/sq. ft. of GFA) 2.80 3.38 3.24 0.54
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Building Permits
Building permits are required to ensure that all buildings are constructed in a safe 
and healthy manner in accordance with the Ontario Building Code, Township of Brock 
Comprehensive Zoning By-law No. 287-78-PL, and all applicable laws. Building Permits are 
required for:

• New construction
• Additions (regardless of the building area)
• Renovations
• Demolition
• Creation of an apartment-in-house
• Prefabricated buildings
• Installation or alteration to a building system (plumbing, heating, air conditioning)
• Farm buildings
• Fireplaces and other wood burning appliances
• Decks, porches, carports, garages (detached or attached) and other accessory buildings
• The change in use of a building
• Finished basement

To apply for a building, find the necessary forms, fees and application details, visit: 
https://townshipofbrock.ca/doing-business/planning-development/

Resources:
BizPaL
To find out which government requirements apply to certain business type. BizPaL is an 
online source of information on permits and licenses to start or grow our your business.

CIP (Community Improvement Plan)
The CIP is the vehicle for focusing and stimulating action and investment by public, private, 
and community partners in the downtowns. 
The primary objective of the CIP is to provide financial incentives within the downtown area 
of each community.

https://townshipofbrock.ca/doing-business/planning-development/
https://services.bizpal-perle.ca/step1/?b=35&sgc=3518013
https://services.bizpal-perle.ca/step1/?b=35&sgc=3518013
https://townshipofbrock.ca/doing-business/community-improvement-plan/
https://townshipofbrock.ca/doing-business/community-improvement-plan/
https://townshipofbrock.ca/doing-business/community-improvement-plan/
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Electricity
In the Township of Brock, electricity is delivered by Veridian Connections and Hydro One. 
Typically, if you are located in the communities of Beaverton, Sunderland, or Cannington, 
your service provider will be Veridian Connections. Electricity is provided to the rural areas 
by Hydro One. 

In Ontario, electricity prices are set by the Ontario Energy Board.  Large businesses pay 
an hourly wholesale rate while small business and residential users usually pay for time 
of use. These prices fluctuate between off-peak, mid-peak, and on-peak times during the 
day. Electricity distribution companies charge additional fees for costs associated with the 
distribution of electricity.

For more information on hydro charges, and financial programs for business, visit:

Veridian: www.veridian.on.ca/business
Hydro One: www.hydroone.com/business-services

Waste Management
Waste is managed by Durham Region and garbage collection 
is offered to residential addresses and downtown commercial 
businesses. The Region operates several waste management 
facilities including a site in Brock (C22480 Brock Sideroad #17, 
705-437-2933) and Port Perry (1623 Reach St, phone:  
905-985-7973). More information is available at  
www.durham.ca/waste.

Natural Gas
Natural gas is available in some areas of the Township of Brock and 
is provided by Enbridge. For more information on availability and 
funding programs, see www.enbridgegas.com/business.

http://www.veridian.on.ca/business
http://www.hydroone.com/business-services
http://www.durham.ca/waste
http://www.enbridgegas.com/business
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Key Development Contacts
Township of Brock
www.townshipofbrock.ca
1 Cameron St. E., PO Box 10
Cannington, ON L0E 1E0
(705) 432-2355
1-866-223-7668

Regional Municipality of Durham
www.investdurham.ca
605 Rossland Rd. E., PO Box 623
Whitby, ON L1N 6A3
(905) 668-7711
1-800-413-0017

Brock Board of Trade
ww.brockboardoftrade.com
PO Box 29
397 Simcoe Street
Beaverton, ON L0K 1A0 
(705) 426-2051

The Nourish and Develop Foundation
www.tndf.ca
16 York Street.
Cannington, ON L0E 1E0
(705) 432-2444 

Brock Youth Centre 
Building Youth Capacity 
www.youthcapacity.ca
(705) 809-0030

Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority
www.lsrca.on.ca
120 Bayview Parkway, Box 282
Newmarket, ON L3Y 4X1 
(905) 895-1281 or 
1 (800) 465-0437

Kawartha Conservation Authority
www.kawarthaconservation.com
277 Kenrei (Park) Rd.
Lindsay, ON K9V 4R1
(705) 328-2271

SPARK Innovation Centre
www.sparkcentre.org
2 Simcoe St. S. 
Suit 300
Oshawa, ON L1H 7L9
(905) 432-3999

Business Advisory Centre Durham
www.bacd.ca
3000 Garden St.
Whitby, ON L1R 2G6
(905) 668-494

South Lake Community Futures 
Development Corporation
www.southlakefutures.ca
183 The Queensway South
Keswick, ONL4P 2A3
1-866-605-1244

http://www.townshipofbrock.ca
http://www.investdurham.ca
http://www.brockboardoftrade.com
http://www.tndf.ca
http://www.youthcapacity.ca
http://www.lsrca.on.ca
http://www.kawarthaconservation.com
http://www.sparkcentre.org
http://www.bacd.ca
http://www.southlakefutures.ca
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