
 
 

 Framework for Assessing the Potential for Site Contamination  
 and 
 Requirements for Remediation in Site-Specific  
 Planning Applications 
 
 
1. Identification of Potentially Contaminated Sites 
 

When an applicant submits an application for a local Official Plan Amendment, Rezoning, 
Site Plan Approval, or Minor Variance the applicant must submit either of  the following: 

 
 a) Site Screening Questionnaire; or 
 b) Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment 
 

The Site Screening Questionnaire is attached as Appendix A. The purpose of this 
questionnaire is to review the indicators of potential site contamination including changes in 
property use (from industrial, commercial or community use to any of residential, 
institutional, parkland or agricultural use) as defined in Part IV of O. Reg. 153/04  to 
determine the need for further investigation. This questionnaire must be completed by the 
Owner and sworn before a Commissioner of Oaths.  

 
In addition, depending on the nature of the application and its location relative to existing 
and/or former uses, it may be necessary that this form be signed by the property owner and 
a qualified person, as defined in O. Reg. 153/04. The decision to require the signature of a 
qualified person will be confirmed by Council based on a recommendation from staff. This 
does not apply to minor variance applications.   

 
In the alternative, a Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment may be submitted. A Phase 1 
Environmental Site Assessment is a process for evaluating the potential for the existence of 
site contamination. The components of a Phase 1 assessment, primarily a site history 
review are defined in Part VII of O. Reg. 153/04 as follows: a records review, a site visit, 
interviews, and an evaluation of information gathered and reported. Phase 1 ESA reports 
shall be prepared in accordance with the Canadian Standards Association document 
entitled “Phase 1 Environmental Assessment” (CAN/CSA Z 768-01), dated November 2001, 
as amended from time to time.    

 
If the assessment indicates the potential for site contamination or the application involves an 
above noted change of property use, then a detailed site assessment must be submitted. 
The detailed assessment shall be prepared in accordance with O. Reg. 153/04.   

 
2. Detailed Site Assessments and Remedial Work Plans to Clean up the Site 
 
 Where the potential for site contamination has been  established or a change to an above 

noted sensitive land use is involved, the applicant will be required to submit a Phase 2 
Environmental Site Assessment (Detailed Site Investigation and Sampling). The report must 
be prepared by a qualified person in accordance with O. Reg. 153/04 and the Canadian 
Standards Association document entitled “Phase II Environmental Site Assessment” 
(CAN/CSA Z 769-00), dated March 2000, as amended from time to time. The components 
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of a Phase 2 assessment, primarily a borehole investigation are defined in Part VIII of O. 
Reg. 153/04. If soil and sediment samples exceed Provincial parameters (as defined in the 
“Soil, Groundwater and Sediment Standards for Use under Part XV.I of the Environmental 
Protection Act” dated March 2004), the applicant will be required to submit a Proposed 
Remedial Work Plan, with the Phase 2 report.    

 
Once the Phase 2 report and Remedial Work Plan are submitted to the Township, 
applications can proceed to approval in principle (resolution of Planning Committee). This 
approval will be subject to the inclusion of policies and/or conditions requiring the 
implementation of the Remedial Work Plan and submission of the "Record of Site 
Condition" (Appendix B).    

 
3. Risk Assessment Decommissioning Approach 
 

Where on-site contamination has been established, and the applicant does not wish to lean 
up the site based on Provincial generic standards (full depth or stratified soil, groundwater 
and sediment parameters), a Risk Assessment (formerly called Site Specific Risk 
Assessment – SSRA) may be submitted to the Province for review and approval following 
consultation with MOE, the Region and the Area Municipality. This approach assesses the 
risk posed to humans, plants, wildlife and the natural environment by exposure to the 
contaminants. The components of a Risk Assessment are defined in Schedule C of O. Reg. 
153/04. Based on the levels of risk a qualified person may recommend engineered 
measures to manage, control the movement of, or reduce the concentrations of the 
contaminants over time. Qualifications for the qualified person and the risk assessment 
team are set out in the regulation. This decommissioning approach may result in the 
reduction of contaminants on the site. The risk assessment report shall outline the 
monitoring and maintenance required for the site in a risk assessment plan inclusive of who 
will be responsible for these functions. 
 
Once the Risk Assessment Pre-Submission form is accepted by MOE, applications can 
proceed to approval in principle (resolution of Planning Committee). This approval will be 
subject to the inclusion of policies or conditions requiring MOE acceptance of the Risk 
Assessment, implementation of the Risk Management Plan and implementation of any 
MOE Certificate of Property Use risk management measures (i.e. monitoring requirements 
or any requirements for care, maintenance, or replacement of any monitoring or control 
works for known existing contaminants).  

  
4. Finalization of Clean-up 
 

A "Record of Site Condition" (RSC), prepared and submitted in accordance with O. Reg 
153/04 shall be submitted for all development sites that have undergone a Phase 2 
Environmental Site Assessment. The RSC document will be accepted as sufficient proof of 
the completion of a  decommissioning plan, including verification and sampling. This 
document has been designed by the MOE to provide information on the completion of a 
Remedial Work Plan and/or Risk Assessment and the suitability of a site for the proposed 
use. The RSC documents shall be filed electronically in the Province’s Environmental Site 
Registry.  
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A copy of the RSC and support documentation including the MOE Acknowledgement Letter 
and audit statements and a copy of MOE Certificate of Property Use, if issued with Ministry 
acceptance of Risk Assessment, must be submitted to the Township by the Owner before 
development can proceed. 
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 THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BROCK 
 
 SITE SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
 For Development Applications 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This form must be completed for all development applications where a Phase 1 Environmental Site 
Assessment, prepared in accordance with O. Reg. 153/04 and the Ministry of Environment & 
Energy's Guideline for Use at Contaminated Sites in Ontario, is not provided to the Township.  
 
 
Location of Subject Land: 
 
 
Lot(s): ___________       Concession: ___________ 
 
Registered Plan No. ________     Lot: _______ 
 
Municipal Address: _________________________________ 
 
Former Municipality: _______________________________ _   
 
 
  
1. Is the application on land or adjacent to lands that were previously used for the following: 
 
 a) Industrial Uses:    Yes _____  No _____  
 

b) Commercial uses where there is a potential for site contamination, i.e. a garage, a 
bulk liquid dispensing facility including a gasoline outlet or a dry-cleaning equipment 
operation?     Yes _____  No _____  

 
c) Lands where filling has occurred?   Yes _____  No _____ 
 
d) Lands where there may have been underground storage tanks or buried waste on the 

property?      Yes _____  No _____ 
  

e) Lands that have been subjected to chemical spills or hazardous chemical uses, i.e. an 
orchard, where cyanide products may have been used as pesticides? 

 
        Yes _____  No ______ 
 
f) Lands or adjacent to lands that have been used as a weapons firing range? 
 
        Yes _____  No ______ 
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2. Is the nearest boundary of the application within 500 metres (1640 feet) of the fill area of an 

operating or former landfill or dump or a waste transfer station or PCB storage site?   
 Yes _____  No ______ 
 
3. If there are existing or previously existing buildings, are there any building materials 

remaining on the site which are potentially hazardous to public health (e.g. asbestos, PCB's 
etc)?     Yes ______ No _______ 

 
4. Is there any other reason to believe that the lands may have been contaminated based on 

previous land uses?   Yes ______  No ________ 
 
5. What is the current use of the property? Circle the appropriate use (See O. Reg 153/04) : 

- Industrial 
- Commercial 
- Community Use 
- Residential 
- Institutional 
- Parkland or Agricultural  

 
6. Does the application involve a change of property use from one of industrial, commercial or 

community use to residential, institutional, parkland or agricultural use? 
 
 Yes ______  No ________ 
 
 
If the answer to any of the Questions 1 through 4 or Question 6 above was YES, a Phase 1 
and/or Phase 2 Environmental Site Assessment, in accordance with O. Reg. 153/04 is 
required. Please submit two copies with your application. 
 

7. Has an Environmental Site Assessment been prepared for this site within the last 5 years, 
or is an Environmental Site Assessment currently being prepared for this site? 

 
 Yes ______ No ______ 
 
 If Yes, please submit two copies of the Phase 1 Assessment  with the application. 
 

8. Has a risk assessment been accepted by the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) or a 
Certificate of Property Use been issued by the MOE for this site? 

 
 Yes ______ No ______ 
 

If Yes, please submit two copies of the risk assessment and the certificate of 
property use with the application. 

 
Declaration:  (This form must be completed and signed by the Property Owner. If the 

answer to Question 6 was Yes, this form must also be signed by a Qualified 
Person, as defined in O. Reg. 153/04. The signature of a Qualified Person may 
also be required if the answer to any of Questions 1 through 4 was Yes). 
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To the best of my knowledge, the information provided in this questionnaire is true, and I do not 
have any reason to believe that the subject site contains contaminants at a level that would interfere 
with the proposed property use. 
 
Qualified Person: 
 
I am a qualified person with the required liability insurance stated in O. Reg. 153/04: 
 
Name (Please Print) _________________________ 
 
Signature: __________________________________ 
 
Name of Firm: _______________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _____________   Fax:______________ 
 
Date: ______________________________________ 
 
 
Property Owner, or Authorized Officer: 
 
Name (Please Print): _________________________ 
 
Signature: ___________________________________ 
 
Name of Company: _____________________________ 
 
Title of Authorized 
Officer:   __________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________ 
 
Telephone: ______________ Fax: _______________ 
 
Date: ________________________________________  
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Affidavit: 
 
I/We __________________________ of the _________________ of 
 
______________________ in the Region/County of ___________ do 
 
solemnly declare that: 
 
 
All of the above statements contained herein are true, and I make this solemn declaration 
conscientiously believing it to be true and knowing that it is the same force and effect as if made 
under oath and by virtue of "The Canada Evidence Act." 
 
DECLARED before me at the _______________  ) 
        )  
of __________ in the Region/County of       ) 
        ) 
_____________ this _____ day of _________  ) ______________________  
        ) Applicant's Signature 
20____ A.D.        ) 
 
 
 ____________________________ 
 A Commissioner etc.  
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